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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
For the Year ending February 15, 1899.
VALUATION OF THE TOWN OF STODDARD,
APRIL 1, 1898.
Resident invoice, $120,822 00
Non-resident invoice, 47,732 00
Total, $168,554 00
Number of polls, 102, $10,200 00
Number of horses, 151, 6,094 00
Number of oxen, 24, 2,550 00
Number of mules, 4, 96 00
Number of cows, 130, 3,008 00
Number of sheep, 228, 755 00
Number of neat stock, 43, 872 00
Rate per cent, on $100, $1.82.
The amount required to be raised, A. D. 1898, was as
follows
:
State tax, $412 25
County tax, 396 62
Town tax, 1,000 00
Highway tax, 700 00
School tax, 485 00
Library tax, 29 10
Overlay, 43 24





























































Morse, Jane, Heirs of,
Messenger, Henry E.,
Mosher, Henrj^ E.,

























Whittier, Jonathan, Heirs of,
Wallace, Charlotte and Sarah,
Non-Resident.
Angleton, Patrick,
















































Newell, John & Co., Heirs of,








Perry, A. M. Mrs.,
Perry, Ed-ward B.,




















McClond, Robert, 1 82 Wilson, Arthur R., 1 82
Mountford,JohnT.W., 1 82 Wilson, Harry, 182
1
12
Susan A. Hodgman, interest,
Wesley P. Hodgraan, interest,
Paschal P. Hodgman, interest,
Josiah M. Rice, interest,
Mary J. Chapin, interest,
$4
13
Walter M. Jefts, labor,
B. H. Griffiths, labor,
C. P. Jefts, labor,
J. D. Cutter, labor,
A. B. Skinner, dynamite,













































George C. H. Deets,










Wesley P. Hodgman, cost in selling lands, $8 25
C. B. McClure, enumerating school children, 3 00
B. H. Griffiths, gravel for highway, 2 50
H. E. Spalding, wood for town hall, 2 75
J. F. Whittemore, returning vital statistics, 3 30
J. F. Whittemore, janitor and supplies for hall, 7 16
J. D. Cutter, killing dog, , 1 00
Cash. paid out by J. M. Rice, ' 2 68
$132 39









J. F. Whittemore, supervisor, $4 50
i^rederick S. Reed, auditor for 1898, 1 50
C. B. McClure, services on school board for 1898,
Wesley P. Hodgman, tax collector for 1897,
Lizzie M. J efts, services on school board,
Joel F. Whittemore, for services as town clerk,
W. H. Chapin, treasurer,
J. D. Cutter, overseer of poor,
W. A. Hobbs, constable and dog constable,
Josiah M. Rice, school treasurer,
Joel F. Whittemore, supervisor,
William H. Chapin, supervisor, two years,
Henry E. Messinger, selectman,
Henry E. Spalding, selectman,




Ralph J. Waiters, $1 62
Eugene Woods,
Charles Ward,
Fred W. Davis, poll and horse,
James Sizemore, poll and horse,
Josiah M. Rice, watering tub tax, 1898,









Damage to sheep by clogs,










Due county for support of poor.
Due on collector's book, 1896 and 1897,
Due Burtwell, James G., taxes of 1897,
Due McClure, Hannah, heirs of, tax, 1896 and 1987,
Due Sharon, WilHam E., tax for 1896 and 1897,
Due on collector's book of 1898,
Due Larin Locre,
Due Richard T. Dodge,
Due Cleon B. Town,
Due Henry & Kenneth, masons,
Due Charles W. Smith,
















Cash in hands of treasurer, P'eb. 15, 1898,
Charles H. Trask, taxes, 1897,
Wesley P. Hodgman, taxes, 1897,
Wesley P. Hodgman, interest on taxes, 1897,
County, support of poor,
F. H. Towne, peddler's license.
Dog license,
Willie E. Shedd, on note,
William H. Chapin, on note,
Carl J. E. Santesson, taxes, 1897,
Perley L. Davis, taxes, 1895-1896,
L. P. Spalding, taxes, 1896-1897,
J. F. Whittemore, rent on town hall,
Solon A. Carter, railroad tax,
Solon A. Carter, savings bank tax,
Solon A. Carter, literarj'- fund,
William A. Hobbs, taxes, 1898,
Total,
DISBURSEMENTS.
Principal and interest on town notes,












REPORT OF OVERSEER OF POOR.
Paid Amand M. Wells, county charge.
Paid Norman A. Howe, county charge,
Paid Samuel Bentote, town charge,
Paid Ed. Demerse, town charge.
Paid tramps,
Received of town treasurer,
$71
20
REPORT OF ROAD AGENTS.
FRANK J. REED, ROAD AGENT,
For the Year ending February 15, 1899




Mar. 29. 2 men, 1 hour,
Apr. 16. Blasting powder and fuse,
Apr. 16. 1 man, 2 hours,
Apr. 19. Inspecting high bridge,
Apr. 28. 1 man, 5 hours,
Apr. 28. 5 men, 2 pair horses, 8 hours,
Apr. 30. 3 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours.
May 2. 3 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours,
Ma3' 2. 1 man, 8 hours.
May 3. 5 men, 1 pair horses, 5 hours.
May 5. 7 men, 2 pair horses, 10 hours.
May 5. 1 man, 3 hours,
May 7. 7 lbs. nails.
May 7. '8 men, 2 pair horses, 10 hours.
May 9. 8 men, 2 pair horses, 10 hours.
May 10. 3 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours.
May 11. 8 men, 2 pair horses, 5 hours.
May 12. 1 man, 1 pair horses, 9 hours.
May 12. 5 men, 8^^ hours,
Maj^ 12. 1 man, 31/^ hours,
May 13. 4 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours.
May 13. 1 man, 3V2 hours.
May 14. 5 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours,
Larl
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May 14. 1 man, 4 hours,
May 17. 4 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours,
May 18. 3 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours,
May 19. 3 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours,
May 19. George Lane for 20 hours,
May 19. George Lane, sharpening drills,
Maj^ 20. 5 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours.
May 26. 2% lbs. dynamite, at 50 cents,
May 26. 2 lbs. d3mamite, at 30 cents.
May 26. 25 caps and fuse.
May 27. Smith & Littlefield, 1,850 ft. bridge plank,
May 28. 1 man, 1 pair horses, 5 hours,
May 28. 1 man, 4 hours.
May 31. George Lane, 10 hours work, blasting.
May 31. 2 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours,
May 31. 1 man, 5 hours,
June 1. 3 lbs. nails,
June 1. 3 men, 1 pair horses,
June 1. George Lane, for 10 hours,
June 16. 4 men, 1 pair horses, 5 hours,
June 17. 4 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours,
June 17. 1 man, 5 hours,
June 18. 4 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours,
June 21. 2 men, 1 pair horses, 5 hours,
June 21. 2 men, 8 hours, ^
June 22. 5 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours,
June 23. 4 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours,
June 24. 2 men, 2 pair horses, and road ma-
chine, 10 hours,
June 24. 3 men, 10 hours,
June 25. 2 men, 2 pair horses, and road ma-
chine, 10 hours,
June 25. 3 men, 10 hours,
June 27. 3 men, 2 pairs horses, and road ma-
chine, 10 hours,





































Work on Mariow and Washington roads by order of
the selectmen
:
Oct. 11. 3 men, 1 pair horses, 10 hours work
on Barrett's hill, $5 20
1 man, 5 hours, 65
2 men, 10 hours, 2 60
3 men, 10 hours, fixing water bars, 3 90
2 men, 2 hours, 52
2 men, 2 hours, 52
2 men, 5 hours, 1 30
Putting plank on bridge, 25





D. E. Swett, 14 hours, at 13c per hour, $1 82
M. SpofFord, 23 hours, at 13c per hour, 2 99
A. R. Wilson, 105 hours, at 13c an hour, 13 65
Harry Wilson, 192 hours, at 13c per hour, 24 96
F. O. Ball, plank and labor, 1 60
Henry Wilson, plank and labor, 4 91
Total, $233 28
Received of the town of Stoddard, June 25, $183 35
Received of the town of Stoddard, Nov. 26, 49 93
Total received, $233 28
Bill for breaking roads to Feb. 9, 1899:
Henry Wilson, 2 men and 4 oxen, 33V2 hours,
at 13c per hour, $17 42
M. Spoiford, 18 hours, at 13c per hour, 2 34
Geo. Baldwin, 16 hours, at 13c per hour, 2 08





Secretary and Treasurer of Library Trustees.
The report of the library trustees for the year ending
March 1, 1899, is as follows : We have received by dona-
tion from Miss Susanna Hubbard, 77 bound vols., 12
pamphlets and sundry magazines ; Cummings B. McClure,
1 vol.; Herbert E. Messinger, 1 bound vol., 19 pamphlets;
Geo. H. Ireland, 26 bound vols. Number of books in
library 666, not including sundry files and magazines.
We return hearty thanks for all donations received.
Cash on hand, March 1, 1898, $3 59
Received of treasurer, 29 50
$33 09
Paid L. E. Moody and J. T. Whittemore,
for services as librarian, $12 00
$12 00
Balance on hand, $21 09
J. W. REED,
Secretary and Treasurer.
Stoddard, Feb. 18, 1899.
Sd 4
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REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD.
Fellow Citizens of Stoddard
:
The duty of presenting the annual report of the school
board to the town is made more pleasant by the thought
that the schools during the past year have been successful
above the average. Your board finds that a decreasing
school population is productive of as much, and perhaps
more, care and perplexing thought as an increasing one.
It was thought advisable to maintain three schools in
town during the year 1898 and procure for them teachers
of the ability and experience necessary to place them on a
higher standard. To this end it was determined to pay
higher wages if suitable teachers could be found, believing
the schools would make up in quality what they lacked
in quantity. The teachers at the center and at South
Stoddard were paid eight dollars per week, including
board, while one in No. 2 was paid six dollars per week,
including board. In the latter case the result of the spring
term was so unsatisfactory we determined to secure a
teacher for the fall term worthy of higher wages. Five
pupils were schooled in Sullivan at a cost of $46.00 for
tw^enty-three weeks' attendance (40c. per week for each
pupil). George E. Reed's girl attended school in Marlow
eighteen v/eeks at an expenses of 30 cents per week.
The expense of conveying scholars is considerable of an
item each year, and is not an easy matter to adjust.
There are some willing to make an effort and some sacri-
fice to get their children to school, and there are others
who have to be offered inducements to get them there.
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Your school board cannot say that equal and exact justice
is done.
Early in the year, Mr. E. B. Smith, who had one year
more to serve, resigned from the school board. The re-
maining members offered the appointment to difFejrent ones
whom they considered competent and w^ell qualified ; and
those declining, no further offers of appointment were
made.
Considerable money was expended for repairs on the
centre school house, the interior being whitewashed,
papered and painted, besides some carpenter work. The
items of expense w^ill be found in the school treasurer's
report.
The cost of school supplies has been greater the past
year than usual. At the beginning of the school year it
was thought to be economy to have all of the text books
repaired and covered, thus strengthening and helping to
preserve them. The Holden patent book covers, adopted
by a large number of towns, were procured, and we be-
lieve admirably serve their purpose. New text books on
history and physiology were introduced ; also the system
of vertical writing.
The number of marks, absent and tardy, are less than
usual, we think, but still we find marks of both kinds
that ought not to be necessary. . It is of course impossible
to say what absent marks are necessary but tardy marks
are almost inexcusable. We urge parents and scholars to
co-operate and keep future registers as free from marks of
all kinds as possible. In the South Stoddard school a
large number of absences were caused by an epidemic of
whooping cough, in the fall.
The truant officer reported the number of children be-
tween five and sixteen years -old, to be 52, of which 25
were boys, and 27 girls. The whole number of pupils at-
tending school two weeks or more was 55, and six were
schooled out of to^wn, a total of 61.




Both the spring term of eleven Aveeks, and the fall term of
twelve weeks were taught by Miss M. Adella Arnold; of
Dwight, Mass. She is an experienced teacher, and con-
ducted the school in a very satisfactory manner. Good
order was maintained throughout the year, and the pupils
were thoroughly instructed. Wages of teacher per month,
including board, $32. The spring term was attended by
23 different pupils. All attended to reading, writing and
spelling; 17 arithmetic, 13 geography, grammar, and com-
position, 4 history, 6 physiology. The fall term was at-
tended by 22 different pupils. All studied reading, writ-
ing, spelling and arithmetic; 12 geography and grammar,
3 history and 9 physiology.
School 2 (Near Mr. Hodgman's.
The spring term of nine weeks was kept by Miss Emma
M. Whitney, of Antrim. The school was not exactly a
success, and from general consent, closed two weeks before
intended. Some of the older ones were absent a good
deal, which of course made it harder for the teacher to
keep up interest, to say nothing of enthusiasm. Whole
number of pupils attending, five. All studied reading,
spelling, writing, arithmetic, grammar, composition and
physiology. Four geography, two algebra, and one phil-
osophy. Wages of teacher per month, including board,
$24.
The fall term was taught by Miss Marion R. Cook, of
Washington, N. H. Miss Cook is a graduate of the New
Hampshire State Normal School, and is well fitted for a
teacher, both by nature and education. She labored hard
and faithfully, and the school board feel that they were
justified in paying the increased wages necessary to hire
her. Whole number of pupils attending, six. All studied
reading, writing and spelling. Five arithmetic, grammar,,
composition, physiology, history, drawing and civil gov-
ernment, four geography, two algebra, and one astronomy.
Wages of teacher per month, including board, $32.
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School 3 (South Stoddard).
Mrs. Emma Cutter Shotilts was secured for both terms
of this school. Mrs. Shotilts fully sustained and added to
her reputation as an efficient teacher. Her interest is un-
flagging and her work is thorough. The school was the
best yve have ever known here, and the board consider
themselves fortunate in being able to retain her as a
teacher. The spring term of eleven weeks was attended
by nineteen different pupils. All studied reading, writing,
spelling and arithmetic, eight geograph}^, grammar and
physiology, three history and composition, one algebra
and one bookkeeping. The fall terra of twelve weeks was
attended by twenty-four different pupils ; record of studies
not recorded. Wages of teacher per month, including
board, $32.
The number of visits by the school board to the differ-
ent schools was twentj^-eight. Number of visits by parents
and others, 291. Although this list is made up in part by
children, yet it shows interest in our schools.
The following names are found on the
ROLL OF HONOR.
For the year: Lucretia M. Abbott, Lizzie M. Smith,
Cora E. Smith, Georgie E. Smith, Ethel Howe.
For one term : Leon W. Shoults, Carl C. Hale, Corinne
Butler, Maude Hobbs, Samuel E. D. Smith, Beatrice Shoults,
Nellie Hobbs, Cecil T. McClure, Bertha Blanchard, Earl
Spofford, Iva Spofford, Bennie Butler, Marguerite Butler.
Respectfully submitted by
CUMMINGS B. McCLURE,
for LIZZIE M. JEFTS,
C. B. McCLURE,




Albert Barnes, for work,
M. Adelia Arnold,
Leon J. Cutter, janitor,
Mrs. Riley Barrett, work in schoolhouse,
M. Adelia Arnold, teaching,
J. D. Cutter, for wood,
O. G. Taylor, boarding teacher,
O. G. Taylor, boarding teacher.
DIVISION NO 2.
Lizzie M. Jefts, for work,
Emma F. Whitney, teaching,
William H. Pollard, janitor,
A. H. Corey, nine weeks board,
Marion R. Cook, teaching,
Marion R. Cook, care of schoolhouse,




Samuel Smith, janitor, $2 00
Elias B. Smith, cleaning schoolhouse, 2 00
For repairs
:
J. C. Estabrook, for paper,






D. E. Sw^ett, conveying children,
E. B. Smith, conveying children,
C. B. McClure, per bill repairs.
What was over paid last year,
George Lane, for work,
Town of Sullivan, tuition.
Town of Marlow, tuition,
$637 14
Total paid out, $628 03
Received from to-wn treasurer, $628 03
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